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Singular Approach to Health 

“Medicine, if it is to improve the health of the public, 
it must attend at one and the same time to its biologic and to its social underpinnings. It is 
paradoxical that, at the very moment when the scientific progress of medicine has reached 
unprecedented heights, our neglect of the social roots cripples our effectiveness.”  

Dr. Paul Farmer paraphrasing Dr. Rudolf Virchow,
19th Century German Physician
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Medical-Legal Partnership Overview

• Healthcare delivery model that builds a healthcare team 
able to identify, treat, and prevent health-harming legal 
needs for patients, clinics, and populations

• Legal profession becomes part of the health solution 

• By partnering, healthcare and legal institutions transform 
the response to social determinants of health 
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Health Justice Project Mission 

To prevent and remove barriers to 
long-term health and opportunity 
for Erie patients and their communities 
by achieving the following objectives:

• Maintain/Expand the Health Justice Project as a fully integrated MLP
• Identify, treat and prevent health-harming legal needs for patients
• Create a sustainable MLP-model embedded in Erie Family Health Center to 

provide support to providers and advocacy for patients onsite
• Advocacy for public policy change to improve and protect patient health
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Health Justice Project:
Interprofessional Collaboration to Improve Community Health
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Source: National Center for Medical Legal 
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Partnership Logistics
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Legal Assistance – Health Justice Project



Identifying Health-Harming Legal Needs



Health Justice Project Sample Patient Referrals
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Patient Referrals September 15, 2015 – October 26, 2015
Total: 67
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• Recognized with the 2015 Outstanding Medical-Legal Partnership Award 
by the National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership

• Assisted patients and their family members in addressing nearly 3,000 
health harming legal issues

• Trained 455 healthcare providers in health justice advocacy
• Contributed equivalent of over $4 million in attorney’s fees
• Over $560,000 in Medicaid reimbursement
• $200,000 in Social Security Disability income
• $60,000 in housing and utility expenses recouped for patient-clients
• 100% success rate in all disability cases with an appealable issue
• Over $125,000 in outstanding medical debt forgiven in Spring 2015 alone
• Successfully advocated for lead prevention in Chicago’s federally assisted 

housing

Select Outcomes



Starting Your Medical-Legal Partnership 
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Source: National Center for Medical-Legal 
Partnership 
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Addressing Social Determinants of Health


